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SENATOR RA IKES : Thank you, Nr. Speaker and members. Senator
Erdman's amendment, I'm just going to comment a little bit on
procedure. I understand that a great deal of work has gone into
this. I don't understand why we didn't see it until the moment
o f t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n . Now , I wo u l d u n d e r s t a n d i f t h i s l i k e . . . i s
l i k e my co l l ege t er m p a p e rs , i f . . .an d t hat ' s a l ong t i m e a g o ,
where you were s c r a t c h i n g ou t t he n u mber r i g h t up t i l l t he l as t
minute. A nd if th at had to be, I understand. But there's an
a wfu l l o t i n he r e t h a t ne e d s t o b e d i g e s t e d . An d I d o n ' t t h i nk
it makes an efficient use of the time in the Legislature to have
t o b e r e ad i n g t h r ou g h a 16 3 - p a g e a m endment w h i l e t he d i sc u s s i on
is going on. So that's just a comnent on procedure. If it was
impossible to introduce it and let us know what was there ahead
o f t i m e, ok a y , f i ne . Bu t i f i t wa s po ss i b l e , t he n I t h i nk
that's the way it should have been done. I don't think you can
r un any t h i n g p as t t h i s gr o u p b y t hr o w i n g a l ot of wei g h t at t he
last moment. I think at...when it's all said and done, you have
to be up-front, and everybody has to know what's involved. So
y ou mi gh t a s we l l g e t a n e a r l y s t a r t o n t h a t r a t he r t h a n a l a t e
one. What I can gat her . . . a n d I ' m a sl o w r e a d er , a s w i l l be
apparent. I appreciate what is being done on LB 540. We ' ve
worked very hard on that one, and you all remember how cordial I
am to amendments on LB 540, but I appreciate him keeping that in
place, as w ith LB 574. Again, I think we worked very hard to
get that where it is, and so I appreciate him leaving t hose in
place. I a lso wou l d com nend him very strongly on what he' s
doing with the smoking cessation or prevention p rogram. It ' s
not . . .and I sus pect Senator Erdman would agree. I t's not that
s moking cessation is a bad program, obviously not the case. Bu t
in this environment, you have to start someplace. And if you
c an' t d o t ha t , t h e n I . . .my ho p es d i m c on s i d e r a b l y . Senator
Pedersen me n t i o n e d s t at e wa r d s , a n d I t h i n k t h i s i s d e f i n i t e l y
something to be conc erned about. The r e. . . of t h e $8 0 m i l l i o n
reduction, about 8.5 of that comes from state wards, I think, if
I ' ve r e a d t h a t co r r e c t l y . In effect, t hi s is mak ing
a rrangement s wi t h p r o v i d e r s o f e d u ca t i on al s e r v i c e s , l i k e Gi r l s
and Boys Town, and simply not paying them, as I understand. I
d on' t t h i nk we c a n d o t ha t . So I ' l l n e ed t o l o o k a t t h a t , b u t I
h ave g r e a t co n c e r n s ab ou t t ha t . Th e o t h e r t h i n g i s h i g h e r
e ducat i o n . I t h i nk Se n a t o r Beu t l e r p o i n t e d o u t t h a t a b i g p a r t
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